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OF KNOWLEDGE AND ENT ERTAINMENT, 


Adapted to the capacities of Young Perſons, and defi igned expreſsly as 
an IMPROVED CL.as-Book for the ule of Schools. 
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ADDRESS o PARENTS, TUTORS, AND THE HEADS OF sk. 
MINARIES FOR YOUTH OF BOTH SEXES 


TH. laudable attention which has been lately beſtowed on the ſubjeR of Sh 
tion by ſome ot the moſt diftinguiſked literary characters, mult, undoubtedly, 
prove an eſſential advantage to the riſing generation; and the Wor ks which ſome 
of them have produced, expreſsly for the uſe of Young Perſons, are well calculat- 
ed to excite the curioſit ty, to en ighten the ininds, and to fix the pr inciples of all 
who are capable of inſtruction. 
In this, however, as in every thing bu there is, perhaps, yet room for i im- 
rovement; there are, poſſibly, lome deſiderata which ought to be ſupplied. — 
Among thele it has been {uggeſted, that a periodical Publication for the uſe of 
Schools, (inch as ſhall combine in{lruvtion with ⸗muſement, and prevent even the 
leifure hours of Youth tr om p: aſling without ſong acceſſion to their fund of know. 
ledge, mutt be attended with benefi cial effeC The Rar for novelty is one of 
theſt: ongeſt that governs our early years; _ to direct that paſſion to a good and 
vietul purpoſe, that curioſity may not be waſted on trifies, nor expectation termi- 
nate in vanity and folly, is ſurely an ohject of importance. This, it is obvious, 
can only be effected by a Work like the preſent: by its per iodical appearance 
curioſity and expectation will be kept alive; by the variety of its topics they will 
be gratified. 
It may be further obſerved, that though much has been produced, and well 
produced, tor the inſtruction of Young Perions; though much knowledge has 
been 
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been offered to their graſp, and though the means of improvement have heen PR, 
tiplied ; yet little has hitherto been done to call forth that knowledge into light, to 
excite into action the latent principles of imprortment. To lead Young Perſons 
to the actual exerciſe of their faculties, is to fit them for the world—Such is one 


of the great objects of this undertaking. It is intended to ſtimulate to indufiry 


by the ſtrong principle of emulation; and to bring into a generous competition 
the youthful genius of the whole nation. To reſolve queſtions in thole branches 
of Science, in which they have been inſtructed, will inyigorate memory, will exer. 
Cite ingenuity. The conteſts of eloquence will awaken genius, and improve taſte, 
Infinite, indeed, is the advantage which may be expected, in particular inflances, 
from the prize queſtions, and the prize diſſertations, ſince it cannot be forgotten, 
that one of the moſt diitinguiſhed literary characters of the age was called forth 
into action, and made acquainted with his own talcnts, only by an accidental 
Eſſay of this kind. . ; | 3 
I is neceſſary to add, that the preſent Publication is under the immediate con- 
duct and inſpection of perſons zealous in the cauſe of religion as well as of mo- 
raſity. Whoever, therefore, ſhall expect to find in it any portion of that daring 
Ipirit of innovation, which has lately been too predominant, which would deprive 
the individual of conſolation, and ſociety of the beſt pledge of ſecurity and peace, 
will be diſappointed, On the contrary, ſome pages will be occaſionally dedicated 
to the enforcing of religious principles, and the whole Work will have them for 
its baſis. It is not intended, however, to interfere with the doctrines or opinions 
of any Sect of Chriſtians whatever. The Goſpel is the creed which will be refer. 
red to, and Charity the practice which will be inculcated. It is therefore with 
fome confidence that the Editors look forward not only to a favourable reception 
from all perſons intereſted in the good education of Youth, but to actual aſſinance 
from the heads of reſpectable Seminaries, in particular. Thoſe only can under. 
Rand well the buſineſs of inſtruftion, who have been practically converlant in it; 
they can write beſt for Vouth who are accuſtomed to teach them. 

It would be to pay a very poor compliment to the Female Sex, to ſuppoſe that 
this work would not prove acceptable at their Seminaries. Their education is no 
longer confined to domeſtie management, or the external accompliſhments; they are 
now expected to poſſeſs cultivated underſtandings, and a large proportion of general 
knowledge. With a viow to this object the aiſance of ſome of the moſt accom. 
plithed characters of their own ſex has been ſolicited and obtained; no inconſider- 


able portion of the Magazine will therefore be dedicated to them; and a certain 


pi oportion of the Prizes will always be deſtined to Female Candidates. 


PE, "1 


Each Number of the Work will contain, 

T. A FAMILIAR Lecture, adapted to the capacities of Youth, on ſome uſefy] 
object of Science, commencing with ſuch Branches of Natural Philoſophy as are 
Fvited to the minds of Young Perſons; and afterwards treating of the other 
Sciences in order—ſo that this part of the Work will form, in due time, A 
COMPLETE.ENCYCLOPEDIA, or CIRCLE of the SCIENCES, 8 | 

TI. Die deſcription of ſome Animal, with entertaining Anecdotes of its Eco- 
nemy, Habits, and Properties — tak ing the whole annnated creation according 
to the order and claſſificat ion f Linnaus. This department of the Work will 
conſequently preſent a COMPLETE VIEW of NATURAL HiSTORY. 

III. The life of fome Perſon eminently conſpichous tor piety, virtue, or ta- 
Jents, The Work will, therefore, comprehend a fries of INSTRUCTIVE GE- 
NERAL BidGRAPHY. - dy.+ x 4-6 0 7 ho OY 855 : 27 

IV. An Agcount of the Manners and Cuſtoms of different Nations—thus the 
MOsT us FUL and INTERESTING PART of GEOGRAPHY will be brought-into 
view, and the nature and habits of the Human Race detailed in an eaſy and en- 


LY 


tertaining manneci. | 
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V. THE MISCELLANEOUS PART, which will conſift of—MoraL TALEs or 
Dial 0GUES—Ot Extracts from New Books of Hiſtory, Voyages, and Travels 
Of COMMUNICATIONS from Copreipondents—of new and original Poetry 
Of entertaining Anecdotes, &c. &c. 5 8 : 

VI. PRIZE QUESTION+, or SUBJECTS in the different Sciences which are 
taught in the beſt Seminaries; as in Arithmetic, and other Branches of Mathe- 
matics, Ethics, experimental Philoſophy, Aſtronomy and Geography. Prizes 
will allo be given for the belt. tranſlations of ſelect paſſages from the Latin, French, 
Italian, and German Languages; and for the beſt ſpecimens of Engliſh compo- 
ſition on given Subjects. ; 5 | . 

The Prizes will conſiſt of GLOBES, PLANETARIUMS, TELLU- 
RIUMS, ELECTRICAL MACHINES, TELESCOPES, MICROSCOPES, 
VALUABLE BROOKS, &c. and the value of all the Prizes diſtributed eve 
Month will never be leis than FIFTEEN GUINEAS. a 


' PRIZE QUESTIONS, DISSERTATIONS, &c. Ke. 


THREE Prize Queſtions or Subjects will be propoſed every month to Young 
Ladies and Gentlemen of various ages, and FOUR CLASSES OF FRI7Es will be 
diſtributed for the Anſwers or Productions which are of the firſt, ſecond, third, 
and fourth degrees of merit. 

The three Prize Queſtions or Subjects will comprehend Engliſh Compoſitions 
or Eſſays on given Subjects; original Criticiſms on the beſt Engliſh Writers, 
tranſ}ations of paſſages from the Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and German Lan- 
guages; ſpecimens of Drawing and Penmanſhip ; and ſolutions of Arithme- 
tical, Mathematical, and Philoſophical Queſtions. | ; 
The beſt Aniwers or Productions relative to each of the three Queſtions or Snb.- 
jects, will entitle each of the three Writers to receive a PRIZE, value THRES 
Guingas, conſiſt ing either of a pair of twelve- inch Globes, of a Planetarium 
and Teliurium, of a compound Microſcope, of an Ele&rical Machine and Appa- 
ratus, of an achromatic Teleſcope and Stand, or of a ſelection of valuable Books. 
The ſecond beſt will entitle each of the three Writers to receive a PRIZE value 
Ons GvinNEaA and upwards, conſiſting either of a pair of ſx-inch Globes, of 
a portable Microſcope, of a Tellurium, of a Planetarium, of a complete Cale of 
3 Inſtcuments, ot a retracting Teleſcope, or of a ſelection of valuable 

oks. 3 8 | 

The third and fourth beft Anſwers or Productions will entitle each of the fix 
Writers to receive a PRIZE value FIVE SHILLINGS, conſiſting of ſome Elemen- 
tary or Moral Bcok. | | 

The Propoſcrs of :dopted Prize Queſtions will alſo be entitled to receive a P&IZE, 
value FIVE SBILLINGs, and conſiſt ing of an Elementary or Moral Book. 

PRIZ Es for PENMANSHIP and DRAWING will be offered once or twice in the 
year; the beſt ſpecimens will be engraven, and four of the beſt in the order of 


merit will receive liberal and appropriate rewards. 


_ CanpiparTEs for the Prizes mult fign their reſpective Productions with their 
proper names, and their Communications muſt be accompanied by a Letter from 
their Totor, Governels, or Inſtructor, atteſting the age of the Young Lady or 
Gentleman, and that he or ſhie.is-. the lole and unaided Author of the Paper which 
is tranſmitted. 3 ES | 

The Papers and Anſwers of the firſt and ſecond degree of merit will be regu. 
larly printed in the ſucceeding Number of the Work, with the names or initials 
(as defired) of the Writers, and of the School in which they are educated, A Lit 
of the Prizes and of the ſucceſsful Candidates, their Tutors, &c. &c. will alſo 
be publiſhed, every month, in the London and Provincial Newſpapers. f 
The Globes and Inſtruments which are to be diſtributed as Prizes, will be con- 
ſtructed by the beit and moſt celebrated London Makers, and the name of the 
Fr a el EAST | | ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful Candidate, with the occaſion on which it was obtained, &c. &c. will be 
cenſpicuouſly engraven upon each of the Prizes. | 
The Proprietors, and the Ladies and Gentlemen who have undertaken to be. 
come the Conductors and Editors of this work, have appointed Mr. Tuouas 
HuR6T, Bookſeller, Paternofter-row, London, to be its Publiſher, and to him all 
Communications are requeſted to be addreſſed, poſt or carriage free. The work 
may alſo be had of all the Bookſellers and Stationers in every part ef Gieat 
Britain and Ireland, and large Schools which regularly ule fifty copies and up- 
wards, may, on remitting the value, be ſupplied by the Publiſher on the day of 
publication, with the full trade allowance. | 


The following are the PRIZE Subjects and QUESTIONS for 
the two firſt Numbers, the anſwers to which for inſertien in the firſt 
Number, muſt be received on or before the twelfth day of Febru- 
ary; and thoſe for inſertion in the ſecond Number, on or before 
the eighth day of March. _ | | 
FOR NUMBER I. 


Y. FOR YOUNG GENTLEMEN NOT EXCEEDING 16 YEARS OF ACE. 
(The paper not to exceed in length three printed pages of ſuch Books as En- 
field's Speaker, or Mavor's Britiſh Nepos.) 
Is Hiſtory or Biography the more improving Study? 
2. FOR YOUNG LADIES NOT EXCEEDING 14 YEARS OF AGE. 
© The Tranſlation of that paragraph in the ſecond book of Fenelon's Tele- 
maque, beginning Pour mieux ſupporter Pennui de Captivite,”* &c. and ending 
4 la gloire aux plaiſirs.“ | Ke 


3. MATHEMATICAL QUESTION FOR BOYS NOT EXCEEDING SIXTEEN. 
. To find the roots of the Equation 2.943271 x—ax*=1.94353929, and to 
explain the proceſs by which they are found ; in which explanation it 1s „ eng 
that no conjecture ſhall be made, without a ſatis factory reaſon for that conjecture. 


FOR NUMBER II. 


1. FOR YOUNG LADIES NOT EXCEEDING 16 YEARS OF AGE, ſubject to the 
fame limitation as the Queſtion in Ne 1. above. | 

Whether ſuch a love of Novels as excludes all other reading, or no reading at 
all, is moſt to be condemned ? | : <S, 


2. FOR YOUNG GENTLEMEN NOT EXCEEDING 15 YEARS OF AGE. 


The Tranſlation of that part of the 26th Orat ion of Tully pro Archia, Sect. 
T3, 14, I< 16, which begins—*< Quare quis tandem me repreliendat, &c. and 
ends at perigrinatur, ruſticantur.“ | 


3. MATHEMATICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION FOR BOYS NOT 
EXCEEDING 16 YEARS OF AGE, Pp 


The Air is known by experience to become rarer as we aſcend above the earth's 
ſurface, and to grow denſer as we deſcend below its ſurface ; it is required to aſ- 
certain the denſity of the air four miles above and four miles below the earth's ſur- 
face, and to compare the denſity of gold with that of air at the diſtance of one hun- 


dred miles below the ſurface of the carth. . | 
4. SPECIMENS OF PENMANSHIP FOR BOYS NOT EXCEEDING THIRTEEN, 


_ Theſe may be tranſmitted in three hands, upon paper of ſuch a ſize, as that they 
may be conveniently engraved. The beſt Specimen will entitle the Writer to a 
large Silver Pen, and to Books, value One Guinea; and whe three next in the order 
of merit will be entitled to Silver Pens. = £ 


7. cihet, Printer, salkbüry ſbuare, 


